
Understanding the indirect effects of hate crime

Hate crime, the targeting of a person for abuse because of their group identity, is a 

prevalent and growing problem in many societies. The direct effects of hate crime 

on its victims are well known: greater and longer-lasting psychological trauma as 

compared to being a victim of equivalent but non-hate motivated crimes. Less well 

understood are the indirect effects of hate crime: the social psychological and 

behavioural consequences of being a member of the victims' group, in the 

absence of any direct experience of victimisation. This has been the focus of an 

interdisciplinary and multi-methods research project at the University of Sussex. 

Focussing particularly on the Muslim and LGBT communities in Britain, we have 

found that the psychological effects of indirect victimisation are often 

indistinguishable from those of direct victimisation. We believe this may be 
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because a shared group identity (with the direct victims) facilitates greater 

empathy for those victims' experience, and it is this empathy which may lead to 

strongly felt intergroup emotions by the indirect victims. I conclude my paper by 

arguing that our research findings strengthen the moral and legal arguments for 

treating hate crime as a special category of offence. In addition, they imply that not 

only individual victim impact statements should be considered by courts before 

sentencing, but so too should community impact statements be admissible. 


	Page 1
	Page 2

