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it " and the good old way of making Port Wine
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WHen Joseph James Forrester arrived in Portugal in
1831, everything suggested that his stay in the country
would be short. In fact, given the political and econom-
ic situation at the time (with the Miguelista threat at its
height, civil war, crisis in the port wine sector, etc), the
future would not have seemed auspicious for this young
man of 22. He had come to work for an Porto export
company (Offley, Webber & Forrester), which, like so
many others involved in the port wine trade, was going
through difficult times. However, this young idealist must
have been fascinated by the political tremors that were
shaking the country, with Porto (a liberal stronghold par
excellence) as their epicentre, and he would have felt a
strong desire to participate actively in the "revolutionary
process under way”. The crisis affecting the business
sector he was involved in would also have acted as a
stimulus for someone such as he, who, throughout his
life, had displayed a fighting spirit and would never sit idly
by in the face of any challenge.

Just as important (or maybe even more s0) was the pull
that the city of Porto would have exerted over the art-
ist in him {for he was that too) - and above all, the great
river that culminated here after its long trip through the
Douro region. Thus, he embarked almost immediately
(still in 1831) upon the pioneering task that was to last
several years, namely the work of mapping out the River
Douro and the wine district of Alto Douro. At the same
time, he proceeded with his drawings, paintings and pho-
tographs of scenes and landscapes of Porto (Rua Nova
dos Ingleses or "New English Street”, the Cordoaria fair,
the city viewed from different angles, Freixo, the Church
of St Nicholas, the Convents of Serra and Santo Anténio,
the Castle of Figueira, stc.) and pcortraits of people from
the political and social life of the region and country (the
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Marquis of Saldanha, José da Silva Passos, Félix Manuel
Borges Pinte, Emanuel de Clamouse Browne, etc). In-
deed, it was his artistic talents that were honoured in
1855 when he was awarded the title of Baron in recogni-
tion of the “overwhelming importance for this country™ of
his maps, the Geological Map of the Banks of the River
Dourc; Topographical Map of the Course of the River
Douroc and Map of the Wine District of the Aftc Douro!,
"an exquisite work, perfectly finished, abounding in origi-
nal information, accurate and beautifully executed™. The
importance of these maps was also internationally recog-
nised. A special committee of the British House of Com-
mons ordered Forrester’s topographical map to be litho-
graphed and published in the United Kingdom in 1852,
and the internaticnal jury of the Paris Universal Exhibi-
tion of 1855 awarded Henourable Mentions to three of
his maps (the geological map of the banks of the River
Douro, the topographical map of the course of the River
Douro, and the topographical map of the wine district of
the Alto Douro)®.

The beginning of the end of a historic cycle in the life
of port wine

Through a quirk of fate, Forrester’s entry into the firm Of-
fley, Webber & Forrester and conseqguently the port wine
trade coincided, to some extent, with the beginning of the
end of a cycle in the history of port®.

Moreover, the Companhia Geral da Agricultura das Vinhas
do Alto Douro, founded by Pombal in 1756, which held a
monopoly that he would later oppose, was undergoing
what Pinho Leal considered to be its last year of pros-
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perity®. From the following year (1832). the Companhia’s
fortunes were adversely affected by the domestic palitical
situation. Indeed, it almost went bankrupt. = artly because
of the heavy taxes levied oy liberals and “realists”, but
mainly because of the losses that it suffered in 1833, fol-
lowing a fire deliberately started by its opponents in its
Gaia warehouse: it lost 31,200 barrels and casks of wine,
some of which Rad been “extremely old”, valued at over
2400 the réis. The Companhia was closed down
between 1834 w..d 1838, thereafter operating as a “sim-
ple” commercial firm under the name of the Companhia
dos Vinhos do Porto. It did recover some of its former
privileges angd attributions in 1838 and 1843, only to lose
them ~ ain definitively in 1852, after which it “ nctioned
oncer.oreasa’....re Cc.... erc’ - company’

Fu..  more, the requlation of the port wine sector. whicrr
was gt y constrained both by a restrictive system * d
by heavy taxes on foreign trade, had become .1e hot
topic of the day and the object of successive political in-
terventions. Forrester, who supported free trade, became
« ectly involved in the struggle .o liberalise the sector,
thoue™ ne did not always see eye 0-eyevithal = posi-
tion . kenbyt. Porto Chamber of Commarce (As -
acdo Comercial do Porto or ACP), which from 183- was
responsible for the sector 7.

And last but not least, it was also in 1831 that the United
Kingdom decided to level tariffs on all foreign wines, thus
ending th: ¢ “erential conditions thi ' Portuouese wines
had enjoyaed under the Methuen Trea.y, . A ough o
measure was, on its own, less crip . ‘=3 for th~ por: wi~
trade with England than those implemented by Gladstone
in 1860 and 1861, the truth is that, between 1830 and
1859, Portuguese wines lost some 15% of their share of
the Brit.sh market while Spanish +.." =2s gained 18%*.

Constraints “oppressing” the sector

In an attempt to invert this situation, Forrester appeared
in 1852 in the House of Commons to respond to ques-
tions about the port wine trade and the tariffs levied on
this product. He argued for a reduction 1 Eng sh import
duties (suggesting a decrease fro~ 6 s~~~ jallon to 1
shilling/gallon) and the removal of many of tne obstacles
to free production and export that existed in Portugal™.
These obstacles were largely the result of restrictions
which continued to bear upon the port wine trade with
the United Kingdom despite t e 1L~ Treaty, due to Por-
tugal’s interpretation of Artic 3s * ¢ -1 15 - at conven-
tion''. That is to say, the differer.. .. duties that encum-
bered the product made it much less competitive on the
British market'?. Moreover, the prohibition upon export-
ing wines to Britain that had not been properly approved
and qualified for that destination meant that, according
to Forrester, a third of the production of the Alto Douro
was “condemned” to be consumed on the donestic mar-
ket This was not because -0 wines were ¢ 3f «ctive
in any way, or of inferior quality; rather, it was because
they were pure {i.e. made only from unblended fermented
grape juice) and/cr because they were produced outside
the demarcated area.

What irritated Forrester even more than this geograph-
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ic fluke was that both the law and the export trade re-
jected those wines on the grounds that iney v.ere not
good enough quality and were not to =7 English taste
(ie. not “dark, strong and sweet”). T.aus, the law and
the merchants effectively conspired to encourage the
widespread practice of adulterating port; they not only
demanded that the wine that vwas separated off for sule
to the United Kingdom sho'' » fiave pase ar ~ lities
that i themselves 1 ible to produce, but
also insisied that the English wreferred wines that were
“full-uogied, strongly coloured and strong tasting”. Thus,
while port had traditionally been laced with 4 to 5 gallons
of brandy per barrel, now most of the wine exported to
the Ur‘teo Kingdom received five times that amount, and

_.e .._.delderberries and ni _’'_ _Jdded to it. Contrary
to 1w rmarchantis bel wnad 15 did not appeal to the
Enans , ' ose tastes were now inclining more towards

ligh:.. “younger cheaper wines (such as sherry and French
wine). It also meant that the supply of Douro wines could
not keep up with the increased demand from Britain*.
But the adult=rations practised (or instigated) by the mer-
cha *s 7 yet ancthor perverse effect. The practice not
o..., damaged .... reputation of port amongst the more
a* =0t classes. which cortimued to prefer it, but also led
to t ieing disqualified by a» = jury in 1859; the Gaia
warehouses were full of wine that was unsuitable for ex-
port and deserved to be b ~* the jury stated, request-
) . _es’ ' couldrestore the " ic: and legal” trade
wiifore =1 u <ets.
This pos .or .aken by the jury was immediately criticised
by Forrester as damaging to port’s image abroad. Indeed,
that image had already been shaken by the Administra-
tive Rule of December 1857, which had ordered chemical
tests to be performed on all Douro wines arriving at Porto
destined for export. even if they were accompanied by
first class consionment notes, in order to detect any toxic
substances (such as lead protoxide or gold slag)™®. Taking
advantage of this opportunity, Forrester again pointed out
the causes for the decline in the port wine trade and sug-
gested ways of overcoming it. Amongst the causes men-
tioned were: i) the testing procedures and illegal traffic in
g fication docum.ar.is ("guias™). which enabled 2nd ano
3rdclass s, and even rejects, to enter the Gaia ware-
houses: ", e fact that only one kind of ine qualified for
export; iil) the effect of t © aforementioned administrative
rule and the resulting « arp decline in port consumption
habits, particularly in kngland; iv) the fact that many of
the approved ' nes were disqual =d for export because
o] dew, =) the fact that : were large consignments
of (dark, strong and sweet) wines .n London that vere
unmarketable and tnerefore only served for blends; vi} the
situation of the trade deposits (full of expensive wines); vii)
the decline in port consumption in the United Kingdom;
viiiy and the conflict of interests in the Porto marketplace
be... ..thefor ignexporters ... 10refused totake nartin
ACP discussions . 1ne "speculaiors” paho, unab 3 o sell
to exporters, vould © i s 2 England « © ridicu-
lously low prices), the “capitalists” (who were involved in
the trade only to acquire dividends) and the Companhia
(which still enjoyed much of its prestige of former times,
despite being a mere commercial firm). He believed that
the solution lay - "~»ralis "3 1 Douro wine trade (as
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fii. "o “te Douror don bl v st
Yy o 2Ethvinspaed Forowr 0 Lo spa m 2 A
Wora or two on Port Winm * *8"", (3« cate- oa i

Douro farmers. invhich I._ beggec ....... to contribute to
the regeneration of the port wine trade by producing pure
wines that were properly fermented in accordance with
the "more refined"” taste of  glish connoisseurs.

The viine making sy:* n oposed by Forrester was not,
erefe 3, ¢ ovation, as indeed he ! pains to ex-
pizin. Rao o1, he wanted to revive rme.. ods for.ery used

~*ve Dourc, ana " = 30 %"~ oor hh' o mers
aty Lodthe Lo TF xudio dta rus Ll
: ~d rorr e\ sco of Cz S oL vwho by
(o d - T o radic o~ for  ars. r'sY

system v sbasedor, .2 L.owing to..op.2s

- "New” grape varieties shc anotb c-a '~ orio exist-
ing vines rnerely ‘o give cc our to it . wine (as many
had been deoing since the taste for dark wines devel-
oped), and priority should be given to the old vines
that give little colour but orod ce betler sine with a
apeci | taste. Amongst . ese, : higchiigt 5 Bas. rdo,
Alvari hdo, Touriga, Tinta = ncisca, T a Cao. T &«
Le niira “ntaGrossaw. dS Lsao . o BN o LN

Your wikdrisco Pro ~ irthr0op onofdonm

noe ' Barrog < aoso, n'yor  F oraios, 150 e

c. .. . oest, procuc o e wddsamis e that cu
= for years v Y adc  on of urendy’ i,

Bt ros Cardosc  rerpre “zrred to T L L1 st
wdG ™Mo L colour o d vidr L oprone e

-T (-apessho aoeiarvesteo ctine prope  ~g, fax-
ing Into account that in some years, despite tceing well
tended, the grapes may require some rain and that too
much water out of season is bad for them, as is “too
much sun, intense heat, without any r. . at all™.

- The grapes should be care! "s¢ ¢ 3ra s ould not

' " toolog r " press pefore tre ading to avoid

prema.a e fermeni wwin ara rotting, which does not

make “or a good "+ "=,

- The ¢-zses shc.'d rot be trodden al ate.. "5 (half
Cognotacdra s Nevol !t v i press
S (O R S A T 1 ¢ ¢ -1 provoka rag ar fer-

e tLnon.

- The - i1st should be *~rovin into smaller vats (2 to 4 bar-
rels) prooortional to size of the presses, so that it
would not be necessary to add finisheo wne; the vats
should be covered to avoid evaporation during the sec-
ond fermentation?’.

Although Forrester recognised that the production and

conservation of wine by this process was more time-

consuming and laborious thar adulteration (which *hides

a mulitude of sins ,, ¢+ ~ chaaper for the producer and

gave aster resuits. Ir aac “on, * d " aavantage of
procdc g nors .. Po - &NC $ .. C L, orie
f~= yrair 2 cobol to ¢~ d * ~ *heoadc on of ierge
¢ "“es of prandy (v ' :h shculd b /i based and

nwi too alce o ¢) daring ageirg anc prior to expor:.

This was now the i atter was understood by those
present at a dinner that Forrester organised at his estate
at Regua on 8th October 1844 to discuss the crisis and
apathy of the wine trade and “his” system of producing
wine. Given to his fellow wine producers to return to the
“ow e method of mak ~3 pure wines” and for the en-
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The wine district and the changes that he anticipated
and helped impiement

Although Forrester had . .. been tco e ... .,
damage nrovoked by mildev i1 1854, v =~ he v~ ol

the D¢ © to see the state of his v s, 3VE o
did not ignore « : probem and s¢ 330N WO C o
yrima ards of Mac -1, Cadizara = 20 oot
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1™ as: ~ss the situation be tar e knowleac
he the __, accuired of .1e disease i .d . v 3y 1. ./as

beiir tie~te ir Eurooean ' neyards ¢ wowed ~ie ‘cre-
ate ¢ ' et poacess, irve ving s lobur ,, ors,
Vo€ e v 80ve WGy e Conw D6 10IGG Sl Or
>y sand s~ *¢ otoc ~-iagy o Ot r

S s oof “oroczss o_elit o .=2d! BRI
VS row WSy Ty exXpensit LA e T,

oot er [+ siga2c apy ' "s0 I
oo d (L d o Ceveod) e nees v o speiadis -
= ad v osss o using i oa s and ¢ Id leool o ic
red caod power costs: ¢ 1d tha sol 1S 1M

ous anc v ow.d not damage the vires.

Along» "x I 1uel Berges Pinto de Carvalho, For-
rester vvas some “hing of a pioneer in the use ol _ "_hur
to reatviresiiuwe Douro, andin.'s atteirpts .o cavulge
this treatime~t rcughout the re¢ on. Cec-cerned, per-
haps, v ... .ae way the disease was spreading and the
irab v of his f~uow formars to combat it {either through
ignorance or bacause ey did not have the resources),
he decid d iin 1858 to make a "very daring and risky
offer”, v+ ~~ aim of "restoring 12 v ~es v ‘hay
started rod ¢ 3¢ _innom T He o tec r
around u. « @V wyardow ersin o parsh of Sao Jodo
c~ Covas ~“o DoL o (- * e county of Saorosa), s ~gest-

ac , veated leccio'r .sall l3expense ..l
rel 3 es u I were G.lso. ¢ 2d 0 lower of suonur.
I co1 o 2. Codou Keep t 3 granes
A3 MO ST.w.dged 0CO .0V T oL ..
mgdocarotle oy r'st U oer mg 2oXD 750
' o @ our atcorresocnd d Ty s
Cov v e, dieodidhan: glerenae o fofro-
chaseov~ h~r~~ n -~ -produc o~ ~ ¢ - “c s
O « L oD oadto Ll resno. s, T
Wl ;5 dcoss e G
- o2er 07w 000 pe~ 20"~ "3, qr 3
8. ... {v .. . Could procuce a barr=l ol ne), .2 of-
Ao siop ¢~ edy fat cost price” and o see
s aop ca exc' a gefor1/100of ' 'r surplL s oro-

duce'. Althougn o is nroposal, despite t © conunsa-
tions, was quite {van:ageous (0 "\ Tie-"v0 ' oars.
who had few resourci s ar. " had be. 1 left 1o 0. - own
devices oy the pc uc |l powers, 't .c 3 not wiuey tak-
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