
foreword

In 2016, the Scientific Board of the Institute of Social Sciences 
(University of Lisbon) decided to prepare a three volume 
publication in English based on its 2015/2020 Strategic 
Programme: Changing Societies: Legacies and Challenges. Each 
volume focuses on one of the programme’s main research areas: 
Inclusion, Citizenship and Sustainability (I-C-S). The aim was to 
foreground the science carried out at ics, make its researchers’ 
innovative contributions to the advancement of knowledge in 
social sciences more widely known, and leave a significant mark 
on the national and international scientific agenda. A further 
aim was to encourage and foster interdisciplinary collaboration 
between researchers belonging to different Research Groups - 
as strongly encouraged a few months earlier by the External 
Advisory Committee during its visit to the Institute. 

Once the rules of the game had been thought out, two 
calls were made to the Institute’s scientific community. The 
first, for the selection of interdisciplinary editorial teams for 
each volume, was based on the presentation of an editorial 
project. Candidates explained how their project would explore 
the theme (Inclusion, Citizenship or Sustainability), as well 
as their conceptual and possible empirical approaches. The 
second invited proposals for texts for each of the volumes. 
Their provisional versions would be presented, discussed and 
commented on publicly at the ics Conference, in November 
2017, in addition to being subject to the usual peer review 
processes organised by the volume editors. 

The response to this challenge went far beyond our 
expectations. The numbers do not speak for themselves, but 
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they do give some indication of the ics community’s remarkable 
collaborative vitality. They also show the amount of work involved 
in the initiative: three editorial teams, benefiting from the support of 
three editorial boards; 21 chapters, 39 authors in the Inclusion Book 
(vol. i); 13 chapters, 30 authors in the Citizenship Book (vol. ii); 
14 chapters, 37 authors in the Sustainability Book (vol. iii). 

However, I would particularly like to emphasise the quality of the 
editorial lines defined, as well as the texts that have been collected and 
are now accessible to the reading and scrutiny of a vast international 
audience. As well as highlighting the virtues of interdisciplinarity in 
science practice, one of the structuring marks of ics-ulisboa is that 
its work is illustrated through different prisms. 

On behalf of the ics-ulisboa Scientific Board, I would like to 
thank all the authors for their contributions, which invite us into 
areas of scientific thought and innovation, from issues and concepts 
to the empirical contexts, through the strategies and methodological 
instruments used. I also wish to express my gratitude to the editors 
of the three volumes, for having decided to advance with the original, 
inspiring proposals for their volumes, as well as for their perseverance 
and determination over many months of work: Sofia Aboim, Paulo 
Granjo and Alice Ramos; Marina Costa Lobo, Filipe Carreira da Silva 
and José Pedro Zúquete; Ana Delicado, Nuno Domingos and Luís de 
Sousa. My sincere thanks also go to the editorial boards that worked 
so closely with them: Rui Costa-Lopes, Pedro Magalhães and Ângela 
Barreto Xavier; José Luís Cardoso, António Costa Pinto and Jorge 
Vala; João Ferrão, Dulce Freire and Susana Matos Viegas. The Director 
of the Imprensa de Ciências Sociais (the Social Sciences Press), José 
Machado Pais, who from the first moment enthusiastically welcomed 
this publication, disseminated in open access, also deserves our 
warmest thanks. My final expressions of gratitude are to Carla Araújo, 
who served as secretary and Marta Castelo Branco, editorial assistant 
to the project.
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